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Parasitic fauna of the Pomeranian Bay garfish was exami-
ned and found to consist of 6 species. North Atlantic and
Baltic species are distinguished. The question of garfish
spawning migrations to the Southern Baltic is discussed.

INTRODUCTION

The garfish, a migratory pelagic species, occurs in waters surrounding Europe and
North Africa. Its presence has been recorded from the North-West Atlantic, North Sea,
English Channel, Mediterranean, Adriatic, and Black Seas.

Periodically, the species appears in the coastal waters of the Baltic Sea where it
spawns. According to Jensen (1937), the garfish occurs in the Skagerrak and northern
Kattegat in April-May and enters the Belt Sea in May and June, from where it probably
proceeds farther into the Baltic. In the Pomeranian and Puck Bays, the agreas of garfish
spawning grounds, the species is fished on from May-June through October, after which
period it disappears from the inshore zone of the Southern Baltic and its fate during the
winter remains unknown. In the eastern and northern parts of the Baltic the garfish is
very rare but sporadically observed even off Finland (Fagerholm, 1976).



76 Jadwiga Grabda

The knowledge on biology of the species as well as its parasitic fauna in the Polish
waters is far from complete. Reproduction and development of the Puck Bay garfish was
studied by Demel (1937, 1948) who found the presence of spawning grounds and
juveniles of the species in the Bay. For these reasons Demel considers garfish a native
species for the Polish Baltic waters. Demel’s studies on the Puck Bay garfish were
continued by Kompowski (1965 a; 1965b) who studied the age structure, growth,
fecundity, and food composition of the population.

Studies on the garfish parasitic fauna are also incomplete; they have usually been
fortuitious and based on a low number of fishes examined. They are purely faunistic
investigations. Until 1968 (Grabda, 1971) only one species, the acanthocephalan
Pomphorhynchus laevis, had been recorded in the Polish waters, a single individual being
found in the Gulf of Gdarisk garfish. Rokicki (1975) who examined 2 fish individuals
only, caught in the Gulf of Gdarisk as well, found a single nematode and a single
acanthocephalan; he gave no further particulars.

A more comprehensive review of the garfish parasites was presented by Rynkiewicz
(1970) who examined 150 individuals caught in the Puck Bay in 1966 and 1967 and
found 7 following parasitic species occurring commonly in many fish species in Poland’s
fresh and brackish waters: Diplostomum spathaceum (Rud., 1819), Tylodeiphys sp.,
Scolex pleuronectis Miiller, 1788, Contracaecum aduncum (Rud., 1802), Cucullanus
truttae (Fabricius, 1794), Pomphorhynchus laevis (Zoega in Miller, 1966), and
Neoechinorhynchus rutili (Miiller, 1780).

Additionally, a contribution by Prost (1967)should be mentioned here; she examined
176 Puck Bay garfish individuals in order to compare their monogenean invasion with
that occurring in the Mediterranean and Adriatic garfish, and failed to find any parasites
of this group in the Baltic.

The knowledge of garfish parasites in waters od Poland’s neighbours is by no means
more advanced. Engelbrecht (1958) examined 7 garfish individuals from the Greifswalder
Bodden and Kleiner Haff and found only a single larva of Terranova decipiens and
Cercaria sp. However, he did not discuss the parasite invasion in the garfish in more detail.
In the eastern Baltic, off Kaliningrad, the absence of parasites in the garfish was stated
(Wegener, 1909). It has been only recently that Fagerholm (1976) published his
observations (supplemented by his personal communication) on the garfish from the
Finnish brackish waters (northern Kland, Geta). One individual out of S5 examined by
Fagerholm contained 5 larvae of Anisakis.

As shown by this short review, the Polish studies on the garfish and its parasites were
concentrated in the Gulf of Gdarisk and Puck Bay, whereas there are no data whatsoever
from the Pomeranian Bay. To fill this gap, studies on the garfish parasites in this part of
the Baltic have been undertaken.
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MATERIAL AND METHODS

The fishes to be examined were caught in the coastal waters of the Pomerianian Bay
by the fishermen belonging to the ”Belona” Fishermen’s Cooperative in Dziwnoéw.

In September and October 1978, 34 and 26 individuals, respectively, were examined.
In June and September 1979, the respective numbers of individuals examined were 15
and 11, while in June 1980, 17 individuals were studied. A total of 103 fish individuals
measuring (1.t.) 57—78 cm and weighing 280—680 g was subject to examination.

The abdominal cavity, digestive tract, and muscles were examined.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The materials studied revealed the presence of 6 parasitic species. The abdominal
cavity was found to harbour larvae of the cestode Lacistorhynchus tenuis (van Beneden,
1858) (Tetrarhynchida: Lacistorhynchidae), stage 3 larvae of two nematode species:
Anisakis simplex (Rud., 1809) and Thynnascaris adunca (Rud., 1802), while three
acanthocephalan species were found in the intestine: Neoechinorhynchus rutili (Miiller,
1780), Pomphorhynchus laevis (Zoega in Miiller, 1776), and Echinorhynchus gadi Zoega
in Miiller, 1776.

All the species found were represented by small numbers of individuals or as single
specimens. Table 1 summarises numbers of individuals found as well as data on the
invasion incidence and intensity.

The parasites found can be divided into two groups. One group comprises the Atlantic
species: Lacistorhynchus tenuis and Anisakis simplex, for the first time found in the
garfish from the Polish part of the Baltic Sea. These are marine species that do not
encounter a full spectrum of hosts necessary to complete their life cycle, being thus
unable to reproduce in the Southern Baltic. The other group consists of the Baltic
species: Thynnascaris adunca, Neoechinorhynchus rutili, Pomphorhynchus laevis, and
Echinorhynchus gadi. These are brackish and fresh water forms, common in the Baltic
inshore zone and, besides garfish, are found also in many other fish species. The parasites
belonging to this group encounter all their hosts in the Southern Baltic. The garfish
becomes infested during spawning.

According to Kompowski (1965 a,b), the garfish is known to spawn intermittently and
to feed until the very beginning of the spawning and also in between its stages. The
garfish food consists of fish, mainly Ammodytes tobianus L. and Hyperoplus lanceolatus
(de Sauvage), and invertebrates such as Gammarus sp., Pontoporeia sp., as well as insects.
All the organisms mentioned are intermediate hosts for the acanthocephalans listed
above.

The L. tenuis plerocercus larvae live encysted on various organs in the abdominal
cavity (Fig. 1—3) of the teleost fish. They have been found both in the garfish and in
many other fish species present in waters surrounding Europe, off the Atlantic coast of
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Fig. 1. Plerocercus of Lacistorhynchus tenuis on the liver of garfish,
Phot, I. Korzyfska

North America and in the Pacific waters of New Zealand. Many authors have recordesd
them in the garfish off France, Denmark, Belgium, Sweden, and also in German
Democratic Republic (Greifswalder Bodden), where the species appears to spawn. Adult
cestodes were found in the spiral valve of sharks (Selachii) such as Galeus cenis Rondelet,
Mustelus hinnulus (Blainville), M. canis (Mitchill), Acanihias acanthias (Rondelet) and
others. The main definite host of L. fenuis in the European waters is G. canis, the parasite
being frequently noted in the fishes caught off France and Belgium. An extensive list of
host species has been compiled by Dollfus (1942).

The presence of L. tenuis in New Zealand fishes is noted by Robinson (1959).

The sharks are absent from the Baltic, thus the cestode has no possibility to complete
its life cycle; the parasite may be accidentally carried into the Baltic when living in a
teleost fish as is the case with the garfish.

Undoubtedly, the garfish becomes infested with L. ¢tenuis on remote North Sea feeding
grounds and carries the parasites into the Baltic during spawning. The parasite is a
biological tag evidencing extensive fish migrations in search for appropriate spawning
grounds. The L. tenuis larvae were treated as biological indicators by MacKenzie (1976)
in his attempt to explain herring migrations from Bloden in the North Sea to Minch (West
off Scotland).

Similar is the case of the Anisakis simplex larvae. The nematode is common in
numerous marine fish species all over the world. This is the first record of the species in
the garfish from the Polish part of the Baltic. The nematode is undoubtedly an alien
element for the Baltic fauna as its first intermediate hosts, the Euphausiacea, are absent
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Fig. 2. Lacistorhynchus tenuis larva inside the blastocystis.
Phot. S.L. Kazubski

here, and its definite hosts — porpoises and seals — are so extremely rare in the Baltic that
they could not possibly play the part of permanent components of this parasite’s life
cycle.

So far, the 4. simplex larvae have been recorded from the western herring, periodically
appearing in the Southern Baltic to spawn (Grabda, 1974), while the native Baltic herring
are Anisakis-free. An Anisakis invasion was also observed in the Baltic cod (Grabda,
1976); that should be, however, regarded as a secondary invasion brought about by cod
feeding on herring on the latter’s spawning grounds. The recently observed invasion in the
garfish seems to be a primary one, as is the case with western herring, and contracted in
the North Sea feeding grounds.

Off the Polish coast, the garfish feeds mainly on the ﬁshes Ammodytes tobianus and
Hyperoplus lanceolatus; the Pomeranian Bay representatives of those species have not
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Fig. 3. Larwa of Lacistorhyncus tenuis isolated from the blastocystis

Phot. S.L.

Kazubski



Parasites of garfish Belone belone (L.) and dimension of invasion

Table 1

Year No. of Lacistho- Anisaki T i Neochinor- Pomphor- Echinor-
of Date fish rhynchus .msz; s Z nnascaris hynchus hynchus hynchus
study exam. tenuis simpiex adunca rutili laevis gadi
Sep. 9 20 _ 40 S 3
1-3 - - 1 1
14.2 21.4 21.4
1978 Sep. 28 14 - 1-2 - - 1-2 1-2
Oct. 12 26 _ 26.9 _ _ 7.6 15.3
1-2 1 1-2
I 13.3 66.6 6.6 6.6 y 26.6
une 28 15 1 1-3 1 1 1.2 -
1979 9.1 9.09
Sep. 13 11 - 1 - - 1 —
41.1 58
1980 June 10 17 1-6 1 — -
8.7 36.9 0.9 0.9 10.6 7.7
Total 103 1-6 1-3 1 1 1-2 1-2
inci ence (%)
explanation:

intensity

ysyyred yo saysered

18
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Fig. 4. Anisakis simplex larva IlI-st. under the skin of garfish.

been examined, but as one may judge from the results reported by Rokicki (1975), they
are free of A. simplex. That author examined 21 A. tobianus and 39 H. lanceolatus
individuals from the Gulf of Gdarisk and found no trace of the presence of the 4. simplex
larvae.

Within the study period, the garfish was very often found to be infested with the
Anisakis larvae (cf. Table 1). The invasion incidence in the samples ranged within
9.1-66.6%, while the invasion intensity was as low as 1—3 parasites per fish. It is
interesting to note that even during the invasion of such a low intensity, the parasites
were found living in muscle and just under the skin. In the latter case they are well visible
from the outside as melanine is aggregated in the skin around the places of nematode
settlement under it, resulting in a nematode outline being clearly seen from the outside
(Fig. 4).

Thus the two parasitic species: L. tenuis and 4. simplex, can be used as biological
indicators evidencing the garfish migrations. The garfish, infested with parasites native for
fully marine waters such as the North Sea, migrates all over the Baltic to reach as far as
the Finnish coasts, which is shown by the A. simplex larvae invasion in the garfish
examined by Fagerholm (1976).
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CONCLUSIONS

1. The parasites of the Pomeranian Bay garfish consist of the Atlantic species such as
Lacistorhynchus tenuis (van Beneden) plerocercus and Anisakis simplex (Rud.) stage 3
larvae as well as of the Baltic species, typical of brackish and fresh waters:
Thynnascaris adunca (Rud.), Neoechinorhynchus rutili (Miiller), Pomphorhynchus
laevis (Zoega in Miiller), and Echinorhynchus gadi Zoega in Miiller.

2. L. tenuis and A. simplex are biological indicators evidencing the remote origin of the
garfish that spawns in the Pomeranian Bay.

3. The L. tenuis and A. simplex larvae have been for the first time recorded in the garfish
in the coastal zone of the Polish part of the Baltic Sea.
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PARAZYTOFAUNA BELONY BELONE BELONE (L.)
Z ZATOKI POMORSKIEJ POLUDNIOWEGQ BALTYKU
1 JEJ POCHODZENIE

Streszczenie

W latach 1978—-1980 zbadano 103 belony Zatoki Pomorskiej Potudniowego Battyku. Znaleziono 6
gatunkéw pasozytéw. Wsréd nich wyrdzniono 2 gatunki atlantyckie, zawleczone przez belong do
Battyku prawdopodobnie z Morza Pétnocnego. Sa to: plerocercus tasiemca czteroryjkowca (Tetra-
rhynchide) Lacistorhynchus tenuis (van Beneden, 1858) i larwa III stadium nicienia Anisakis simplex
(Rud., 1809). Oba te gatunki pasozytéw nie maja w Potudniowym Baltyku pelnego zestawu
zywicielskiego i nie moga si¢ rozmnazad.

Druga grupe pasozytéw stanowia gatunki wéd stonawych i stodkich, jak Thynnascaris adunca
(Rud., 1802), Neoechinorhynchus rutili (Miller, 1780), Pomphorhynchus laevis (Zoega in Miiller,
1776) i Echinorhynchus gadi Zoega in Miller, 1776. Sa to pasozyty pospolite w Baftyku u wielu
gatunkéw ryb. Belona zaraza si¢ nimi na tarliskach przybrzeznych, gdzie Zeruje przy dnie w okresach
miedzy poszczegllnymi etapami tarta.

Pasozyty atlantyckie éwiadcza o dalekich wedréwkach tarfowych belony, ktéra przy potud-
niowych wybrzezach Baltyku pojawia si¢ tylko w okresie wiosenno-letnim na tarfo a na zime
prawdopodobnie odpiywa z powrotem na zachéd.

. Tpabza

DAPA3KTOPAVHA Y MPOMCXOXIEHWE OBHKHOBEHHOT'O CAPTAHA (BELONE BELONE(L.))
W3 TIOMOPCKOM BYXTH IKHOM BAJTHKH

Peabnue

B 1978-1980 roxu uccaexosan® 103 ax3eMmEsipa OGHKHOBeHHOro capraua u3 Illo-
MOpcKo#i 6yXTH wxHO# BaiTuxku., Hamam 6 BHEOB DapasuToB. CpefH HUX OGHapPyXH-
¥ 2 aTNAHTHYECKUX BUL3 NDHTANEHH OGHKHOBEHHEM C@praHoM B BalTHKy BEpPOATHO
u3 CeBepHOro Mopf, JdTo: mnAeponepKoMx mecroxu Tetrarhynchida -Lacistorhyn-
chus tenuis({van Beneden, 1858 ) u smumrxa III cragu¥ HeMaroxu Anisakis
simplex (Rud.,1809 ). 9TH BUIM Napa3HTOB He MMENT B WEHOf BanrTuke MOXHO-
rococrara Xo3ses NO3TOMYy HE MOT'Yy T DPasMHOXaTCA,BTopylo rpynny DapasMToB CO-
CTaBJADT BHAH Napas¥TOB COJOHOBATHX BOX & TaKke NPecHHX Boj: Thynnascaris adunca,
(Rud., 1802), Neoechinorhynchus rutili (Milller,1780), Pomphorhynchus lae-
vis (Zoega in Miiller, 1776) , Echinorhynchus gadi Zoega in Miller, 1776.

9TH papasHTH OOHLEHHHe B BalTHke, /X HaXOLAT y MHOTHX BHXOB PHO. OGHKHO-
BEHHHiIl caprad 3apaxaeTCA STUMH NapasuTaMy Ha NPUGPEEHHX HepPeCTHIHMIAX,rge
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OH mHTaeTCA OPH JHe B NepHof MEXLYy 5TaunaMd HepecTa. ATIaHTHYECKEEe NapasHTH
CBHLETEALCTBYRT O JaJeKHX HePEeCTOBHX . MUTDauisX OGHKHOBEHHOrO capraxa,
KOTOpH# y DEHOro mobGepexnd BaiTHkKE HOSBISKETCA Toxixo B BECEHHe-JeTHH# mOe-
PHOR ZJS HEPeCTa a 3UMO}i BEPOATHO yXoauT oGparTHO Ha 3amal.
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