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Abstract. The toothy goby, Pleurosicya mossambica Smith, 1959, is recorded for the fi rst time from Eilat, Israel, 
Gulf of Aqaba.  The status of Pleurosicya sinaia Goren, 1984 is discussed; that nominal species is treated as a 
junior synonym of P. mossambica.
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Pleurosicya sinaia Goren, 1984 was recorded from 
the Sinai coast of Egypt from two locations along the 
coast of Sinai, Egypt, based on two specimens in the 
TAU collection. The holotype originated from Marsa 
Barecha on the southeastern coast of Sinai; one paratype 
was collected in the northern Gulf of Aqaba ca. 7 km 
south of Taba. Pleurosicya sinaia was tentatively syn-
onymised with Pleurosicya mossambica Smith, 1959 by 
Larson (1990: 32), but Eschmeyer (2014) treated it as a 
valid species based on Goren and Dor (1994: 66). Goren 
(1984) also reported two specimens of P. mossambica 
from Marsa Barecha, southern Sinai. The discovery of 
additional specimens provided the opportunity to clarify 
the status of Pleurosicya sinaia, and to report P. mossam-
bica from Israel for the fi rst time.

Specimens of Pleurosicya mossambica from Eilat, 
Israel were recently discovered in the fi sh collection of 
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Counts and measure-
ments followed Hubbs and Lagler (1947); the classifi ca-
tion follows Eschmeyer (2014).

Comparative material
• Pleurosicya bilobata (Koumans, 1941): SMNS 21549 

(3), New Caledonia, Grande Terre; 

• Pleurosicya micheli Fourmanoir, 1971: SMNS 21111 
(2), Réunion; SMNS 21170 (2), Réunion; SMNS 21171 
(2), Réunion; SMNS 23834 (1), Loyalty Islands, Lifou; 

• P. mossambica: AMS I.29793-001 (7), Australia, New 
South Wales; NTM S.12228-003 (3), Papua New Guin-
ea, Port Moresby; SMNS 21261 (1), Egypt, Al-Qusayr, 
Red Sea; SMNS 21511 (4), Yemen, Red Sea.

GOBIIDAE
Pleurosicya mossambica Smith, 1959

Material examined. HUJ 6682, 7 specimens, 17.8–25.5 
mm SL, Israel, Eilat, Gulf of Aqaba, Red Sea, Hans 
Fricke, 15 Apr 1969.

Description. (Figs. 1–3) Counts see Table 1. Body robust, 
elongate, depressed. Head and anterior half of body trian-
gular. Snout profi le wide, rectangular in most specimens 
(narrow in 1 specimen). Tongue blunt. Gill opening wide, 
reaching to below level of posterior half of eye. Pelvic fi ns 
round, cup-like, nearly reaching anus when straightened; 
rays not broad and fl attened before fi rst branch point, but 
rather fl attened between fi rst and second branch points 
(Fig. 3). Pelvic spine lobes triangular, each lobe usually 
somewhat divided and folded; lobes and frenum usually 
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Discussion. Pleurosicya sinaia was described by 
Goren (1984: 74), based on two specimen from the Gulf 
of Aqaba coast of Egypt. At the type locality, Marsa Bare-
cha on the south coast of Sinai, he found the species to 
co-occur with Pleurosicya mossambica. Goren examined 

2 specimens of P. mossambica and 1 specimen of P. sinaia 
from that locality. Pleurosicya sinaia was characterised by 
having 26–27 lateral-line scales (versus 28 in P. mossam-
bica), 6 soft rays in the second dorsal fi n (versus 8); the 
snout of the illustrated holotype was relatively blunt when 
seen from above.

Larson (1990: 36) re-examined the holotype and para-
type of P. sinaia, and found that they actually had 8 soft 
rays in the second dorsal fi n, not 6. She concluded that the 
specimens of P. sinaia were well in the range of P. mos-
sambica, though a little more compressed, and synony-
mised the species with P. mossambica. Yet, Goren and Dor 
(1994: 66) treated P. sinaia as valid; they were followed 
by Eschmeyer (2014). Golani and Bogorodsky (2010: 82), 
however, followed Larson (1990) in synonymising the 
species with P. mossambica.

The discovery of 7 additional specimens from the 
Gulf of Aqaba in the HUJ collection (HUJ 6682) provid-
ed the opportunity to reconsider the taxonomic identity 
of Pleurosicya sinaia. The fi n-ray and scale counts of 
the specimens were found to fully agree with the range 
of P. mossambica; the body shape was also depressed, 
similar to P. mossambica from other regions. The pelvic 
fi n shape (see Fig. 3, as described above) were within the 
variation of P. mossambica as well; the description by 
Goren (1984: 76) as not reaching the anus was somewhat 
misleading, as the fi n rays are nearly reaching the anus 
when straightened. This was also shown in the drawing 
by Goren (1984: 75, Fig. 2). Only the snout shape when 
seen from above was usually broad and rectangular (Fig. 
2), and only in one specimen narrower. In specimens of 
P. mossambica from other regions, we observed more 
variation in this character. However, we consider the 
snout shape as not suffi cient to distinguish the Gulf of 
Aqaba populations as a separate species, and therefore 
agree with Larson (1990) in treating Pleurosicya sinaia 
as a junior synonym of P. mossambica.

Fig. 1. Pleurosicya mossambica, HUJ 6682, specimen 1, 25.5 mm (SL), Israel, Eilat, H. Fricke, 15 Apr 1969. Lateral 
view; Photograph by E. G. Regev and D. Darom

Fig. 2. Pleurosicya mossambica, HUJ 6682, specimen 2, 
23.2 mm (SL), Israel, Eilat, H. Fricke, 15 Apr 1969; 
Head, dorsal view; Photograph by E. G. Regev and 
D. Darom

Fig. 3. Pleurosicya mossambica, HUJ 6682, specimen 2, 
23.2 mm (SL), Israel, Eilat, H. Fricke, 15 Apr 1969; 
Pelvic fi ns; Photograph by E. G. Regev and D. Darom

fi mbriate. Nape fully scaled to behind eyes, in some spec-
imens midline of nape naked but sides scaled.

Color of preserved specimen (Figs. 1–3): head and 
body pale. Eyes grey with black pupil. First dorsal fi n with 
basal dark blotch.
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 Table 1
Counts and snout shape of specimens of Pleurosicya mossambica, HUJ 6682, 17.8–25.5 mm (SL), Israel, Eilat, 

H. Fricke, 15 Apr. 1969

Specimen 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
SL [mm] 25.5 23.2 20.8 20.3 18.7 18.3 17.8
Dorsal-fi n spines VI + I VI + I VI + I VI + I VI + I VI + I VI + I
Dorsal-fi n rays 8 8 8 8 8 8 8
Anal-fi n rays I, 8 I, 8 I, 8 I, 8 I, 8 I, 8 I, 8
Pectoral-fi n rays 19 18 17 16 18 19 17
Lateral-line scales 26 25 24 27 24 ca. 25 20
Snout shape Wide Wide Wide Moderate Wide Wide Wide


